
14. PLEUROTHAI.I.IS NOX·MEDIA Luer & R. Escobar, sp. nov. 

Species haec Pleurothallis row/eei Ames afflnis, sed habitu crassiore, 
florlbus majorlbu8 at labello oblongo convaxo aplce recurvato dlstlngultur. 
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14. PLEUROTHALLIS NOX·MEDIA Luer & R. Escobar. 
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TYPE: COLOMBIA: Antloqula: Carmen de Vlboral, alt. 2000 m, collected 
by Edwin Granada, flowered In cult. by Francisco Villegas at Orqu~o llaJea, 
near Guame, 9 July 1996, C. Luer 17987 (Holotype: MO). 

ETIMOLOGfA: Del latrn nox-medla (medlanoche), por el color oscuro 
de las flo res. 

ETYMOLOGY: From the latin nox-medls, "midnight", In allusion to the 
dark color of the flowers. 

Plant medium In size to large. epiphytic. caespltose; roots slender. Ramlaauls 
stout. erect, 10-12 cm long, with a close. tubular sheath below the 
middle and 2-3 others at the base. Leaf erect. corlaceous, ovate. acute, 
12-14 cm long . 5-5.5 cm wide. the base sessile. rounded or subeordate. 
Inflorescence an erect. to arching. lax. distlchous. simultaneously few· 
to several-flowered raceme, 12-16 cm long 'including the peduncle 6· 
9 cm long, borne from a slender spathe 1.7 cm long. at the base 
of the leaf; floral bracts Infundibular. 6 mm long below. 3 mm long 
above; pedlcels 6-e mm long; ovary 4-5 mm long; sepals deep purple, 
glabrpus. the dorsal sepal ovate. acute. concave. 15 mm long. S mm 
wide. 3-velned. the lateral sepals connate Into an ovate. obtuse synsepal, 
14.5 mm long. 9 mm wide. 6-velned. with the margins above the middle 
incurved; petals deep purple. oblong-sigmoid. oblique. acute. minutely 
lacerate. 13 mm long, 4 mm wide. held within the margins of the 

synsepal; lip deep purple, oblong, convex, 6 mm long. 4 mm wide, 
the apex broadly rounded and recurved, the margins above the middle 
minutely lacerate. with erect, rounded, basal angles, the disc with a 
pair of small, conical call i above the base, hinged to the base of 
the column; column purple, semiterete, 3 mm long. the anther and bllobed 
stigma apical, the foot rudimentary. 

Esta parlente grande de la ampllamente dlstrlbuida P. rowleel pare· 
ee ser rara en el Departamento de Antloqula, lugar de su procedencla 
y de su prlmera y unlca recolecci6n. Pleurothallis nox-media se carac· 
terlza por ramlcaules robustos; hojas co rdato-ovadas, grandes, seslles; 
y un raclmo mas largo de f lores relatlvamente grandes, de color morado· 
neg ruzco. Los patalos, flmbrlados, permanecen dentro de las margenea 
Incurvadas del slnsepalo. EI labelo es oblongo-convexo, con el aplce 
redondeado. reeurvado. 
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