
Masdevallia setacea Luer & Malo, sp. nov. 

Masdevalliae xanthinae Rchb. f. affinis sed statura grandiore, sepalis an­
gustis longissimicaudatis non cilio-punctulatis et dente petalorum brevi ob­
tuso incurvato differt. 

Plant small, epiphytic, caespitose; roots slender, flexuous. Secondary 
stems blackish, terete, 1-1.5 cm long, unifoliate, enclosed by 2-3 loose, thin, 
tubular sheaths. Leaf erect, coriaceous, elliptical-obovate, petiolate, 5-8 cm 
long including the 2-3 cm long petiole, 1.5-2.5 cm wide, the apex obtuse to 
rounded, tridenticulate, cuneate below ,into the slender, channeled petiole. 
Inflorescence a solitary flower borne by an erect, slender peduncle 6-8 crn 
long, with a bract near the base, from a node Iowan the secondary stem; 
floral bract tubular, 10 mm long; pedicel 18-20 mm long; ovary 6 mm long; 
sepals orange to yellow-green suffused with rose, microscopically glandular­
cellular within, the dorsal sepal erect, elliptical, concave above, the sides re­
flexed below, 25 mm long, 12 mm wide, connate basally for 5 mm to the 
lateral sepals, the rounded apex contracted into an erect, filiform, greenish 
orange tail 6.5 cm long, the lateral sepals deflexed, oblong, 22 mm long, 8 
mm wide, connate 5 mm beneath the column-foot, the apices acuminate into 
yellow-green tails similar to that of the dorsal sepal; petals white, marked 
with purple, oblong, 6 mm long, 1.5 mm wide, narrowed apically to an ob­
long, truncate-retuse apex, with an intramarginal lamella below ending in a 
short, obtuse, incurved angle; lip erect, pink dotted with purple, oblong, 5.5 
mm long, 2.5 mm wide, the rounded apex provided with a central, marginal 
callus, the subcordate base hinged beneath, the disc with a low pair of longi­
tudinal calli; column white, marked with purple, semiterete, 4.5 mm long, 
the foot 3 mm long with an incurved extension. 

ETYMOLOGY: From the Latin setaceus, "bearing bristles," in reference to the 
three long tails of the sepals. 

TYPE: ECUADOR: MaRaNA-SANTIAGO : epiphytic in cloud forest of the Cor­
dillera Oriental, alt . 1700 m, April 1975, collected by B. Malo, cultivated 
near Cuenca, flowered in cult. 9 July 1977, C. Luer 1658 (HOLOTYPE: SEL). 

DISTRIBUTION: Southeastern Ecuador. 

This species is known by a single plant collected by Benigno Malo. It is 
closely related to the smaller Masdevallia xanthina Rchb. f. and to the larger 
M. wurdackii C. Schweinf. The tails of the sepals are much longer than those 
of M. xanthina which is characterized by the yellow color with tiny pubes­
cent spots. The tails are shorter than those of M. wurdackii which is recog­
nized by the white flowers covered by minute purple dots. The flowers of 
M. setacea are pale yellow-orange and suffused with rose without dots. Simi­
lar to the other two species, the column, petals and lip of M. setacea stand 
exposed and erect in the center of the widely spread flower. The petals are 
provided with a short, obtuse, incurved tooth at the base. 


